
 

ATEME Announces Partnership with NHK for 

Ultra HD 

ATEME MPEG-4 Encoding Technology is Key Component in 

First Public Demonstration of Next-Generation High-Def 

Standard 

 

Bievres, France – May 25, 2007 

ATEME SA, an acknowledged leader in MPEG-4 video 

compression solutions, today announced that ATEME’s 

world-leading encoding technology was selected for use 

in the first public Ultra HD demonstration with MPEG-4 

AVC (H.264) by NHK in Tokyo. The company is 

cooperating closely with NHK Labs in the design and 

development of this next-generation standard. 

NHK, which first began research into HD in 1964, has now started public testing of the next-

generation Ultra HD standard in 2007. NHK's Ultra HD technology includes a resolution of 7680 x 

4320, which is up to 16X clearer than HDTV. The prototype super-fast cameras can capture data 

at a rate of 4,000 lines per frame and the audio component is 22.2 (as compared to today’s 5.1 

surround sound). 

Ultra HD cameras, recorders, encoders and projectors are being developed now - 2009 will mark 

the introduction of the full specification for Ultra HD. NHK estimates that satellite transmission 

tests will begin in 2011, and by 2020, Ultra HD will be ready for broadcast to households. 

Ultra HD broadcasting consumes a tremendous amount of bandwidth - 18 minutes of 

uncompressed footage consumes 3.5 terabytes of data and one minute of uncompressed footage 

consumes 194 gigabytes.  The use of ATEME’s MPEG-4 AVC compression technology dramatically 

reduces the bandwidth requirements while maintaining the best quality. 

“We are very excited to be partnered with NHK - the leading broadcaster in the world for 

advanced technology implementation - for Ultra HD,” said Benoit Fouchard, Vice President of 

Sales, Broadcast and Broadband for ATEME.  “ATEME’s MPEG-4 AVC encoding has always been 

accepted as the world’s best, and NHK’s sole reliance on our technology proves we are fully 

capable of scaling to the ultimate in bandwidth and quality requirements for HD.  We are very 

proud to be working with them and look forward to a continued partnership with NHK.” 

ATEME’s MPEG-4 AVC / H.264 video compression solutions will be showcased at IMC 2007, Booth 

8N13, June 13-15, Tokyo, Japan 

About ATEME  

 

ATEME (www.ateme.com) is a world-leading provider of 

MPEG-4 / H.264 video compression solutions. ATEME’s 

renowned technology supports both standard and HD 

content, deployed across any platform – from mobile to 

Ultra HD. ATEME provides broadcasters, telcos and 

security providers with unmatched compression quality 

while simultaneously licensing its unique MPEG technology 

and expertise to select vendors. 

ATEME. Because Content Deploys Everywhere.  

ATEME™ is a trademark of ATEME SA.  All other trademarks and registered trademarks previously 

cited are the property of their respective owner(s) and are hereby acknowledged. 



Editor’s Note – Images, camera-ready logos and other press-related information is available from 

the ATEME PR counsel and/or the ATEME website.  
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